PIXHAM RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
Minutes

April 13th 2020

ZOOM MEETING
Present: Roger Hurst, Roger Mortimore, Pat Smith, Elsie Rosam, Gayle Priestley, Brian Downing, John Hammond, Susie Hurst, Matilda the clucking hen (timekeeper).
Apologies:  Sue Mill, Michael Anderson.
1.  Minutes of last meeting:  approved & signed by Chair.

2. Matters arising:  none

3. Treasurer’s report: Sue noted that the PRA still has to pay OPS for routine lettings until June.  She also said that we have lost income from many fund-raising events so must be very cautious with spending.
4. COVID 19:  PRA’s role and actions. The Good Neighbour Scheme, emails from John and regularly updated website are all improving life in Pixham under lockdown. Other initiatives we can take:
i) Helping those facing financial problems. Elsie to ask her contact at Medwyn surgery to give her more info about the voucher scheme they are running.

ii) Helping people facing practical problems. John to email a request for those offering voluntary help with (eg) electrical problems, broken locks, to let him know and he’ll inform Pixham via email & website. Also to possibly go into the Post. All with appropriate disclaimers. At all times we must include disclaimers.

iii) Asking people to send in photos of Pixham under lockdown to website. Empty spaces, Easter, walks, events, special places etc etc.  John to include this in his email:  Pat to trawl through Pixham FB page asking if people will send their photos to John. Also to send in contributions for a Pixham archive, to be kept in OPS or Dorking Museum. 
iv) Asking children to write and draw ‘Pixham in lockdown’. This is a historic time and it would be excellent to have a record of it. Gayle to prepare a leaflet to distribute to all Pixham:  one side about children, the other about asking adults to contribute photos etc. & request for people to contact the Good Neighbours if they need help. As leaflet is delivered, John to put it onto the website. 
NB:  later decision: as the number of households with children is limited, Pat to print out Gayles’ letter to children & double-sided leaflet to be printed by Eyewside about GNS and item 4 iii).

5. Mole Valley Draft Plan:  Our letter submitted in good time and acknowledged.  Pat has written to MV to ask whether their timetable for Plan revision etc  is affected by the pandemic.
6. Events:  All cancelled until September. Other events (to be booked in good time)
i) Autumn Fete: Gayle. September? 

ii) Reunion: beginning of October? : Gayle

iii) Bingo night: Gayle

iv) Quiz nights:  Pat to book from September.  1st Friday apart from Hallowe’en.

v) Coffee mornings: Pat to book from September.  1st Wed.

vi) AGM:  Constitution doesn’t specify a date once original meeting is inquorate so tbc once things clarify.

7. Neighbourhood Watch:  

i) The new signs have arrived but can’t be accessed at present.

ii) Apparently the OPS shed was broken into and repaired with no losses.  Roger M was not told about this.  He asked that ALL incidents be reported via 101.  It’s important to do this as incidents often form part of a pattern.  More recently a shed in Swanmill was broken into.  Pat to speak to Mary about the importance of reporting such incidents.

8. Thames Water:  
i)Several people have commented on dry skin and other skin problems faced in recent weeks and wondered whether TW had changed their chemicals used in water. John said this was unlikely and hard to find out.
ii) The smell has been acute in recent weeks and the pump has been working noisily esp at night.  People have noticed more tankers, prob because of problems at the Castle Gardens site.  John was told that TW have had to modify their practices because of conditions, which is v vague. John and Pat to separately contact their rep, Gayle, to complain & ask for reasons,  Pat from the perspective of the future Mole Valley Plan. Roger H to provide them with her contact details.
9. Planning permissions:  nothing significant.
10. Membership: to have a membership drive once the lockdown ends & matters have clarified. At present people’s minds are elsewhere.
11. Old Pixham School: Mary’s notes were discussed.  We decided it was important to make bookings for future events.
12. Website update: John has done sterling work in updating and has noted more clicks. He will add the PRA minutes as a matter of routine.
13. Pixham Post:  next edition deadline is 25th April.  To include news about Pixham under lockdown with photos & details of what’s been going on: support information:  Good Neighbours Scheme: list of those who will help: other ideas? If Street Stewards are reluctant to deliver, Good Neighbours might well do so. Michael to ask Street Stewards.
14. AOB: 

i) Downs Vale Nursing Home:  all OK there as far as we know. 
ii) Pixham FB page:  Pat will provide a brief digest of each Comm meeting to go onto the page, sending it first to the Committee. If anyone wants to make changes let her know within 2 days.
MEETING ENDED: 20.55
NEXT MEETING (ZOOM) : Monday May 11th, 7.30 – 9.00

Pixham FB digest (ref 14ii)
The Pixham Residents’ Association Committee has been working out ways to create positive memories of Pixham in Lockdown. We’re asking residents (especially younger ones) to send us photos, drawings or writings about these weeks:  send them to our PRA website or to patvoice@yahoo.co.uk. Or drop them off to  21 Downs View. Once the School is open  we’ll hold an exhibition to mark these memorable weeks.
We’re looking into more ways to help those facing financial or practical problems:  Watch this space for more info or check our website. Our regular emails are also an excellent source of local advice.

We’re looking beyond lockdown and booking a superb collection of events at the School once it re-opens. We’re also having a moan at Thames Water:  the smell is beyond belief at times and people have also been complaining about issues with their skin. 
